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CampFloyd, looking west toward the commanding general's quarters. 
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In January 1859 two actresses, Mercy Tuckettand Mrs. Longee, 
refused to appear in any more dramatic productions on the post. It 
seems that the Military Dramatic Association wanted to present an 
anti- Mormon song that the actresses felt was very objectionable and 
“decidedly vulgar.” A parody of “Root, Hog, or Die,” it ridiculed the 
Mormon prophet Joseph Smith and the current church president 
Brigham Young. The Valley Tan reported that although all were 
anti-Mormon, the association “had not enough tack [sic] to know the 
difference between principle and interest.""39 The furor was so intense 
that the theater was closed for a ume. 


Nevertheless, the theater enjoyed success and served as entertain- 
ment for many. One evening Gen. and Mrs. M. S. Howe attended 
with “other ladies” and seventy-five laundresses of the Fifth and 
Seventh Infantries. William Lee thoughtita “well gotten up affair.” 
He described the drop curtain embellished by a representation of 
Camp Floyd with a regiment at dress parade saluting. He called the 
decorations “well designed. but badly executed 


and thought thatthe 
orchestra was a very good string band. Another theatergoer took a 
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